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Michael Philip Horlbeck : The Alarm Wristwatch: The History of an Undervalued Feature  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Alarm Wristwatch: The History of an 
Undervalued Feature: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a wonderful comprehensive guide to this watch complicationBy J. 
Brownthis recently published book is a complete and thorough listing of alarm watches from their re-invention around 
1949 until the present day. With many photographs and details, a novice can develop an understanding of the nuances 
and clever inventions of this mechanical watch feature. Compliments to the author for his detailed photos of both the 
movements (front and back views) and the assembled watch and dial. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. TerrificBy appraiszerGreat reference book - well researched4 of 4 people found the 
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following review helpful. A Poor TranslationBy IWilliam StonehillThis is no doubt an exceptional book in German. 
It's clear from the photos, in depth descriptions and the massive amount of work that has gone into this book. German 
standards of horological literature are very high. However, this book has been ruined by an inept, unreadable 
translation. Most of the translation that does not deal with horological matters falls below the standard of online 
browser translation. But when it comes to horology, the translator feels free to invent any words he wishes. He has 
apparently never heard of such dictionaries as G.A.Brenner "Dictionnaire proifessional illustre de l'hologerie" in four 
languages, including German and English, the ISO concordance of watch parts in German and English, and many 
other technical dictionaries of watch terms in German and English. There is also a wealth of information on German-
English watch terminology on the Internet. The result is a muddle of unbelievable confusion. Even though as a trained 
watch maker I understood somewhat what he was trying to get at, I gave up about page 100 . I was too confused and 
frustrated to go further. The translator's terminology got more muddled as the book advanced.To give two quick 
examples, there is no such thing in a watch as a "membrane". There is also no such thing as a "Hook anchor" in 
English. Perhaps the translator meant "inner back cover" and "pin lever". Why didn't they have a bilingual watch 
maker--there are plenty--proof read this book? The word arrogant is not too strong to describe the attitude of the 
translator and publisher. There is a well establish and well known vocabulary in this field in both German and English. 
It is also a highly technical field where communications necessarily require an absolutely correct use of vocabulary 
and terminology. This has been entirely ignored. A final word may be said about the quality of the printing of this 
book in general. It is printed in China. The print quality as well as the printing of the color plates lacks something . It 
is a pity that such an outstanding book has been so poorly translated.

Finally, alarm wristwatches are recognized for their mechanical ingenuity and the beauty of their design. This new 
book traces the development of mechanical wristwatches with an acoustic alarm function, one of the first wristwatch 
complications, and gives detailed information for collectors. Hundreds of watches are examined in 535 color images. 
In addition to the external design of the watch, special attention is paid to the movements and how their creators 
solved the multitude of challenges that confronted them. Michael Philip Horlbeck, a scholar and collector of alarm 
wristwatches, has written the standard work, a complete history of the alarm wristwatch. Nearly every model ever 
produced is chronicled, in words and pictures. The international array of companies include Eterna, Omega, Bruguet, 
Bulova, Citizen, Corum, Cyma, Jaeger-Le Coultre, Lemania, Pierce, Poljot, Ronda, Seiko, Venus, Vulcain, and 
Wittnauer, and many more. The technical data for each watch is recorded. This is required reading for all wristwatch 
fans and all who may become such. Whether you are interested in the design or the mechanics of these watches, you 
will not be disappointed.

About the AuthorBorn in Munchberg, Upper Franconia, Germany, Michael Philip Horlbeck studied gem and jewelry 
design in Idar-Oberstein and during this study he began to build his first watches. His favorite subject is the building 
of alarm wristwatches and he has collected them since 1993. 


