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Kevin Johnson : The Dark Page: Books That Inspired American Film Noir, 1940-1949 (Trade Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dark Page: Books That 
Inspired American Film Noir, 1940-1949 (Trade Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful find at !!By Ethel B. MyersA perfect birthday gift for a 
USC School of Cinematic Arts graduate, (my grandson) this grand, beautiful book, signed by the author, was received 
with enthusiasm. The Film Noir topic was of special interest to one whose advisor was the "Hitchcock Professor". 
Also, I was privileged to have a pleasant telephone conversation with Kevin Johnson, the author, who answered 
several questions for me.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Eye-popping color renderings of original 
book source material for some of the greatest Noir adaptations in film historyBy docalocAn absolutely outstanding 
idea for a book -- executed with sublime perfection. Eye-popping color renderings of original book source material for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=158456217X


some of the greatest Noir adaptations in film history, placed alongside surgical author bios and project histories of 
each film's production. Author Kevin Johnson informs and entertains with maximum impact for each entry throughout. 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED for any serious Noir aficionado. A legit expert's very personal labor of love of the 
highest order.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you like film noir, you'll love this book!By K. 
HannsberryThe Dark Page is not only visually stunning, with priceless pictures of the original books that inspired 
numerous films noirs, it also contains fascinating information about the authors, film directors, and performers 
involved in the films. I can't recommend it highly enough. It is an absolute treasure.

First edition, second printing. The literary origins of the American film noir cycle are more convoluted than a plot 
contrived by Raymond Chandler after a too-long night at Musso and Frank. Kevin Johnson has paired his obsessions 
with film and literature to illuminate even the murkiest connections. Identifying every 1940s American film noir with 
a published literary source, The Dark Page provides concise but fact-filled accounts of the authors, books and 
filmmakers that came together-often in unlikely combinations-to create a unique and cherished period in film history. 
Tapping the wells of film historians, cinemanistas, rare booksellers, collectors and librarians around the world, 
Johnson has compiled an unprecedented dossier of rare first edition book images. Bibliophiles and film fans alike will 
delight in the voyeuristic pleasure of seeing the colorful images of these editions, often with lurid or surreal jacket art, 
many of which they are unlikely to ever see elsewhere. Complete with carefully researched and detailed 
bibliographical points for the first editions, The Dark Page is a highly entertaining resource that cuts across several 
disciplines, bringing the films and their literary sources into sharper focus for both the specialist and the casual reader. 
This is the first volume in a projected series that will cover the entire film noir cycle. Assuming the author escapes the 
gunplay that is almost sure to result from his revealing these long-held secrets of the rare book trade, the second 
volume will encompass American films noir between 1950-1965, and the third will explore the even more obscure 
world of British and European films noir. The foreword to the book was written by the well-known film noir director, 
screenwriter and critic Paul Schrader. Another film critic, Kenneth Turan of The Los Angeles Times and National 
Public Radio, writes about The Dark Page: If you love hard-boiled novels and the noir films they inspired--and how 
could you not--your hands are shaking right about now. With compelling reproductions of first edition jackets 
alternating with pithy, knowledgeable text about both the books and the films, this stunning volume is a dark dream 
come true. Second printing, with corrections. First printing is still available in a deluxe version, limited to 110 copies, 
with a slipcase and a colophon page signed by Paul Schrader and Kevin Johnson.

About the AuthorAuthor Kevin Royal Johnson is the owner of Royal Books in Baltimore, specializing in first editions 
of modern literature, crime fiction, science fiction, books on film, photography, art and music. He is a member of the 
ABAA. 


