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Sandra Farrell Bazrod : The Hunt for Amazing Treasures  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Hunt for Amazing Treasures: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Hunt for Amazing TreasuresBy Anna M. LigtenbergISBN 
0965004302 - If you're looking for a book that parallels the TV series, this is - and isn't - it. The stories inside are 
probably much more watchable than they are readable, and the feeling the back cover gives (that "this could happen to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0783891393


you!") is mostly inane.Several short stories about found treasures that range from an old manuscript to treasures on 
long-ago sunken ships. The unique-ness factor wears very thin when the reader sees how many of these "treasure-
hunters" ARE treasure hunters: salvage is their job, their source of income, so it is no surprise that they find such 
things. Many even have ties to one another, removing the randomness by another step.There are a couple of "regular 
folk" stories and they're good, they're just not good enough to make the book anything more than average. More info 
on most of the stories within the book can be found online - free.- AnnaLovesBooks1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Amazing Treasures not Fascinating RaritiesBy CustomerIf you love treasure and money and gold and 
diamonds and jewelry and the people who find these things, then this book is for you.If you enjoy rarities with an 
interesting back story, you will be disappointed.While there were chapters about each, there were many more chapters 
about the former than the latter, sigh.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Great storiesBy A 
CustomerSome really great stories here of the kinds of finds we'd all like to make. Similiar to the TV show but goes 
into more detail about how the discoveries unfolded.The kind of book you can read over and over.

From rare books and manuscripts to priceless coins, artifacts, and works of art... Discover the unparalleled treasure 
found by men and women just like you!Real people... Extraordinary treasure!* A librarian in Los Angeles opened a 
box in her attic--and discovered the first half of Mark Twain's original handwritten manuscript for The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn . . . a literary masterpiece valued at more than $6 million!* At a North Carolina attraction where 
fortune-hunting visitors search for gems, a man unearthed such a large jewel, he actually traded it for an entire island 
off the Florida coast.* A California man with a metal detector discovered an enormous gold nugget in the desert 
weighing 156 troy ounces. The rock is valued at $500,000!Treasure-hunters take note: Buried bounty, invaluable 
artifacts, and astounding caches of coins, jewels, and treasure are being located every day--by people just like you! 
The Hunt for Amazing Treasures reveals the fantastic stories behind dozens of these lucky, lucrative finds, from the 
identification of a rare copy of the Declaration of Independence (a $4 flea market buy!) to the discovery of a 34-carat 
diamond by a West Virginia boy while pitching horseshoes in his backyard. Most of all, this invaluable guide to the 
world's hidden wonders functions as your own treasure map, revealing how you can find, appraise, and claim your 
own precious plunder--and turn your personal possessions and heirlooms into gold!

From the Inside FlapFrom rare books and manuscripts to priceless coins, artifacts, and works of art... Discover the 
unparalleled treasure found by men and women just like you!Real people... Extraordinary treasure!* A librarian in Los 
Angeles opened a box in her attic--and discovered the first half of Mark Twain's original handwritten manuscript for 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn . . . a literary masterpiece valued at more than $6 million!* At a North Carolina 
attraction where fortune-hunting visitors search for gems, a man unearthed such a large jewel, he actually traded it for 
an entire island off the Florida coast.* A California man with a metal detector discovered an enormous gold nugget in 
the desert weighing 156 troy ounces. The rock is valued at $500,000!Treasure-hunters take note: Buried bounty, 
invaluable artifacts, and astounding caches of coins, jewels, and treasure are being located every day--by people just 
like you! The Hunt for Amazing Treasures reveals the fantastic stories behind dozens of these lucky, lucrative finds, 
from the identification of a rare copy of the Declaration of Independence (a $4 flea market buy!) to the discovery of a 
34-carat diamond by a West Virginia boy while pitching horseshoes in his backyard. Most of all, this invaluable guide 
to the world's hidden wonders functions as your own treasure map, revealing how you can find, appraise, and claim 
your own precious plunder--and turn your personal possessions and heirlooms into gold!About the AuthorSondra 
Farrell Bazrod is a writer and television producer who began her career producing radio talk shows in Los Angeles. In 
1995, she created and co-produced The Hunt for Amazing Treasures, a two-hour NBC special, and then co-produced 
the television series version of the show, which appeared on The Learning Channel. She lives in Los Angeles.Excerpt. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.The Huck Finn ManuscriptA Hollywood librarian knew she had to clean 
out the musty, cluttered attic of her lovely home on a quiet tree-lined street just minutes away from Paramount studios. 
It was fortunate that she had the attic in which to store the trunks and boxes that had been there for thirty years--not 
many southern California homes have attics and practically none have basements.Mary, the name we'll use since she 
has preferred to remain anonymous, occasionally wondered about the contents of those six steamer trunks and boxes. 
Each time she thought of going through the containers she had inherited from her grandfather, though, she would sigh 
and, perhaps using Scarlett O'Hara's motto, would tell herself tomorrow was another day. After all, she had been 
raising four children and working full-time through the years. On each visit to the attic, whenever there was an extra 
lamp to store or a child's toy to keep, she would look at the ever growing assortment of mementos of her life and feel 
overwhelmed by the thought of organizing things.One day while rummaging in the attic, she lifted the tray from one of 
the black, dusty, scratched steamer trunks and put it on an empty space of a shelf near the eighteen crammed 
bookshelves that covered one wall. As her hand went to the papers in the trunk tray, the phone rang, ending her attic 
adventure for the day.Finally, during the Labor Day weekend in 1990, she knew the time had come. "I had three days 
and I knew I had to get to it," she said. "I went first to the tray of the old trunk I had put on the shelf and found a lot of 
what looked like thin sheets of paper that looked like there was handwriting on them, wrapped in a very frail piece of 



brown wrapping paper. It said Mark Twain Huck Finn MSS. I couldn't believe it at first, but there it was." As she 
scanned the hundreds of small, faint-blue-lined pages, she noticed that the first ones were written in black ink, and 
later ones in purple.Mary first consulted the old college paperback of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn that was 
nestled among the thousands of books in her home. "It had the same words, but the version I found had added passages 
and corrections and crossed-out words and sentences. There were scraps that had additions and revisions," she 
said.Mary still found it hard to believe she'd found something so important. She held those fragile pages and compared 
them to the printed book. Her next step was the most logical. She went to the library and found a book with Twain's 
handwriting. "It was the same, so I thought, 'aha!' and then I called my sister who lives on the East Coast," Mary said. 
"She suggested we call Sotheby's in New York, and since she lived in the same time zone I told her to make the call." 
After her sister called Sotheby's, they asked to have copies of the first and last pages faxed to them, which Mary did. 
When the faxed pages arrived in New York, David Redden, executive vice-president, called the Beverly Hills office of 
Sotheby's and excitedly asked one of the document experts there to rush to Mary's home, because he believed the 
manuscript was the "real thing." The local expert confirmed the find and was thrilled to be touching those original 
pages of Huck Finn."It was so exciting," Mary remembers. "Sotheby's hired an armored truck to take the manuscript to 
the airport for its trip to New York Sotheby's after it was packed as though it were a precious gem, and of course it 
was." She added, "When I told my neighbor about it, she told me her mother would have thrown out everything in the 
attic long ago because she didn't believe in having clutter around. Fortunately, I don't think that way." The thought of 
throwing out such a treasure gave Mary chills. What a loss it would have been!When the handwritten 665-page 
manuscript arrived in the hands of ebullient David Redden, he said, "This is a real treasure. These passages were never 
seen before. It really is an extraordinary story. After we received the call from California that there might be an 
original Huck Finn manuscript, I thought, 'my goodness, it's very doubtful,' but hope springs eternal and one of the 
lessons I try to teach everyone at Sotheby's is never to dismiss anyone who calls on the telephone. When we received 
the manuscript we were aghast. It clearly was the most extraordinary literary discovery of the postwar period."The 
news spread around the country and also 400 miles north to the Buffalo and Erie County Library, which houses one of 
this country's largest Twain collections. In fact, the library had been guarding the typewritten second half of the 
original Huck Finn, which had been there since its publication in 1884.Mary's grandfather, James Fraser Gluck, had 
been a trustee of the Buffalo and Erie County Library and loved to collect original manuscripts. He often corresponded 
with noted authors and asked them to send original copies of their writings after publication. Because Mark Twain had 
lived for a time in Buffalo and Gluck admired his work, he wrote to Twain, asking if he would send the original 
Huckleberry Finn manuscript to the library. Twain sent the typewritten second half to Gluck and told him the first half 
seemed to have been lost by the publisher.Twain's letter said, "The first half was copied by the pen, and when the book 
was finally finished, the original of that half probably went to the printers and was destroyed." He added, "Half of the 
Finn book (second half) is extant because that half was written after the typewriter came into general use. Before that, 
it was my custom (and everybody's in my line, no doubt) to have my books copied with a pen and ship the original to 
the printers, who never returned it."Twain was mistaken and is believed to have later found those first handwritten 
pages and sent them on to the Buffalo library. In a letter dated 1887, Gluck and another library official acknowledged 
receiving the first half of the manuscript.When the first half of Huckleberry Finn arrived at the library, Gluck took it 
home to read it, as he usually did when manuscripts were received. He was only forty-five years old at the time, but he 
caught a cold that turned into pneumonia, and died within a few days. The distraught family packed many of his 
papers, never realizing that Huck Finn was among them. In the 1920s the family moved to southern California. When 
Gluck's wife died, one of their two daughters, Mary's aunt, inherited everything, and just kept the memorabilia in 
trunks and boxes. In 1961, the aunt died and the inheritance ended up in Mary's attic. There Huck Finn remained until 
that fateful day in 1990. 


